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Abstract: Migration has become a pivotal global phenomenon, raising crucial concerns about 

human security and crime prevention. This article delves into the interconnectedness 
between human security and migration, emphasizing the importance of institutional 
cooperation in addressing these challenges. Human security, encompassing economic, 
social, political, and cultural dimensions, is a multi-faceted concept that becomes 
particularly relevant when discussing migration. Migrants often face vulnerabilities, such 
as exploitation, discrimination, and socio-economic instability, which can lead to 
heightened risks for both individuals and communities. 
A significant focus of the article is the role of institutional collaboration in enhancing 
human security and preventing crimes related to migration, such as human trafficking, 
smuggling, and organized crime. Government agencies, international organizations, and 
NGOs play a key role in managing these issues, ensuring that migration is handled in a 
way that minimizes risks while promoting safety and inclusion. Successful case studies of 
interagency collaboration highlight how information sharing, joint training, and 
coordinated intervention strategies have led to positive outcomes in safeguarding both 
migrants and local populations. 
However, the article also explores the challenges that hinder effective collaboration, such 
as resource constraints, conflicting interests, and coordination gaps. Restrictive migration 
policies can exacerbate these issues, making it more difficult for institutions to work 
together efficiently and placing additional strain on human security. 
To overcome these challenges, the article suggests strengthening institutional 
frameworks, fostering cross-agency communication platforms, and promoting education 
to raise awareness and reduce biases against migrants. A shift toward migration policies 
that prioritize human security is also recommended, aiming to protect both national 
interests and migrant rights, creating a safer, more inclusive environment for all involved. 
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Preliminary overview 

In an increasingly interconnected world, the traditional understanding of security is expanding 
beyond the borders of nation-states. Today, human security has emerged as an essential area of study, 
emphasizing the safety and well-being of individuals as foundational to global endurance. This shift recognizes 
that issues such as migration, human rights, and social harmony are as significant as military defenses and 
international diplomacy. By focusing on human security, we can address the intricate challenges that migration 
brings, acknowledging its role in both strengthening and straining societies. It is surprising and intriguing that 
the concept of human security has only relatively recently come to the forefront of academic and policy 
discussions. For centuries, international bodies, governments, and leaders have used intricate strategies to 
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ensure the security of nation-states and sustain global peace. Yet, throughout the development of numerous 
theories, approaches, and perspectives in security studies, one element has often been neglected: the individual 
and their personal safety. The impact of migration on security is increasingly capturing the attention of 
researchers in fields such as political science, sociology, demography, economics, psychology, ecology, and 
military studies. The consensus views migration as a direct threat to national sovereignty and stability1. Yet, it 
is a phenomenon that cannot be eradicated. Solutions must be found to help all those involved adapt to the new 
conditions, to this new reality. 

Migration, encompassing both emigration and immigration, impacts security through protective but 
also through destabilizing effects, influencing various dimensions, particularly psychological and social 
aspects. Globally, societies face a dual challenge: the loss of human resources in emigrants' home countries 
and concerns over potential disruption in host nations. Immigration brings forth issues like discrimination, 
marginalization, and labor exploitation, yet also enhances productivity and living standards. This dynamic is 
evident in the European Union, with Italy and Spain as prominent destinations and Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, 
and Romania as significant sources2. Governments are challenged to uphold fundamental human rights for all, 
including immigrants and citizens alike. Crafting effective policies requires balancing economic gains with 
social strength, aiming to integrate migrants while protecting the rights and welfare of everyone involved. 

The interplay between migration and security is clear. On one side, migration often arises as a 
response to security threats that affect individuals, such as human rights abuses, ethnic tensions, or civil 
conflict. On the other side, if unmanaged, migration itself can lead to risks, fueling issues like organized crime 
and xenophobic violence. In Europe, both cases are visible: migration driven by insecurity was seen in the 
violent breakup of Yugoslavia, which created waves of refugees in neighboring countries, while migration as a 
source of insecurity was highlighted by the issues surrounding Romanian immigrants in Italy, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom in 2007. Migration can, however, also be viewed as a stabilizing force, a perspective this 
article will explore in further detail.3 The varied impacts of migration require a setup that thoroughly considers 
each country’s specific social and economic conditions. Developing policies that address these intricacies can 
help foster a more harmonious incorporation, strengthening both origin and host communities. 

Furthermore, tragic incidents in places such as the USA, Spain, London, Beslan, India, Syria, and 
Ukraine, among others, indicate a potential link between migration, terrorism, and security. These events 
underscore a convoluted relationship, emphasizing the importance of a thorough analysis of migration’s role 
within the larger framework of global security.4 Examining the underlying causes and patterns of migration 
provide invaluable insights into how these movements interact with domestic and international security 
concerns. By tackling both the causes and effects of migration, policymakers develop strategies that reduce 
risks and encourage international collaboration and mutual support. 

 
From personal safety to global stability 

The layered interplay between migration and security calls for a nuanced approach, especially 
considering recent events that hint at deeper connections between migration patterns, terrorism, and national 
steadiness. These dynamics reveal how migration, far from being a single-layered phenomenon, is deeply 
woven into the fabric of human security. As communities manage the difficulties and benefits brought by 
migration, an equitable grasp of these matters is necessary. By adopting a human-centered path to security, 
nations can strengthen social harmony and work toward a safer world for everyone. 

Migration offers numerous advantages, benefiting both destination and origin countries in unique 
ways. In host nations, migration helps address workforce gaps across various sectors, injecting new talent into 
fields like healthcare, technology, and agriculture. This workforce boost can stimulate economic growth, as 
migrants participate actively in the economy, both as employees and consumers, thereby generating increased 
demand for services and products. Culturally, migration introduces a rich diversity of perspectives, practices, 
and ideas, fostering a more dynamic and innovative social environment. In migrants' home countries, the 
financial support sent back plays an important role in improving family livelihoods, funding education, and 
supporting local businesses, which strengthens the local economy. Additionally, migrants often return with 

 
1 Valeriu Efremov, Impactul migrației asupra situației de securitate, “Moldoscopie”, No. 2, 2017, p. 179 
2 Alexandra Sarcinschi, Migraţie şi securitate, Editura Universităţii Naţionale de Apărare “Carol I”, Bucureşti, 2008, p. 4 
3 Ibidem, p. 5 
4 Valeriu Efremov, Op. cit., p. 179 
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enhanced skills and insights from their experiences abroad, creating opportunities for knowledge transfer and 
development that benefit their communities. 

Effective protection systems - whether at the national, regional, or global level - thrive only when 
each person feels safe and secure. Without this sense of personal safety, these structures become vulnerable, 
gradually weakening in their capacity. A threat to one individual can extend to their community and, by 
extension, to other connected groups whose equilibrium depends on the well-being of all members. 
Consequently, protecting individuals is a foundational imperative, given that human society operates as a 
system of interdependent components, each influencing the strength and equilibrium of the whole. This 
perspective highlights that individual protection forms the bedrock of a reliable system that genuinely meets 
citizens' needs. Ignoring protection at this level erodes public trust, creating soft spots that can weaken social 
and national coherence. Sustainable development of communities relies on policies that put citizen safety first, 
establishing a strong basis for a broader, durable defense system. 

The concept of “security” is continually evolving, used to describe a wide range of concerns driven 
by diverse interests, which are presented—rightfully or not—as security priorities. Among academics and 
professionals, there is widespread agreement that security encompasses both territorial protection and the 
safeguarding of economic consistency, each seen as essential. These are viewed from two main perspectives: 
physical security - defense against external or internal threats—and the medium- and long-term survival of 
international actors, ensuring their continuity and balance. This expansive view of protection highlights a 
comprehensive procedure that goes beyond defense against immediate dangers, focusing also on long-term 
adaptability to future challenges. As a result, the concept broadens to integrate economic and social factors 
alongside traditional military aspects. Today, safeguarding societies includes handling cyber risks, climate 
change, and other evolving threats, requiring collaboration and continuous refinement of protective strategies. 

National security implies a state of protection against external and internal dangers, maintained 
through dedicated measures to ensure a state's existence, independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, as 
well as respect for its concerns. It involves developing strategies and policies that safeguard values and 
guarantee long-term steadiness, with the goal of defending national interests and identity. Thus, national 
security transcends strictly military boundaries, integrating other dimensions such as economic and ecological 
aspects, which contribute to safeguarding and supporting the state's continuous development. This flexible 
model is a key in tackling today’s range of issues, from digital security to environmental shifts, demanding 
coordinated efforts among countries and international partnerships. As cross-border and varied threats 
increase, governments must create unified security plans to ensure strong protection for all citizens affected by 
this phenomenon. 

The concept of human security gained prominence only after the Cold War, as focus shifted from the 
exclusive defense of states to the protection and prosperity of individuals and communities. This method 
redefines safety as a matter of everyday welfare, addressing risks that impact daily life, such as economic 
instability, health crises, and environmental hazards. Practically, human security seeks to lessen deficiencies 
affecting both personal and societal lives, emphasizing the need to shield people from dangers. It encompasses 
a wider range of protective measures aimed at reducing various threats, including poverty, discrimination, and 
violence. By prioritizing individuals, this model bolsters equilibrium, fostering adaptable societies prepared to 
tackle a spectrum of obstacles in an increasingly connected world, where threats to one group can resonate 
more broadly. First presented in the United Nations Human Development Report (1994), the concept of human 
security has become central to modern international development perspectives, advocating for an angle that 
places human advancement and safeguarding fundamental rights at the forefront. This vision introduces a fresh 
model in politics, grounded in the responsibility of states to protect citizens and encourage growth, paving the 
way for a just and secure world where each person can thrive safely. By focusing on human needs, security 
evolves into a collaborative process among nations and organizations, establishing the groundwork for a more 
stable world. The integration of this concept worldwide marks a significant shift, recognizing individual 
protection as significant to lasting peace. 

 
The relationship between migration, community endurance, and human security 

In a rapidly globalizing world, societies are increasingly focused on securing pathways to prosperity 
at both public and individual levels. Migration, often sought for its economic and social opportunities, is 
widely seen as a practical strategy for personal and family advancement. However, this phenomenon also 
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brings forth nuanced hurdles, especially regarding the safety and quality of life of migrants and the families 
they leave behind. Today, efforts to enhance quality of life operate on multiple levels—from a broader scale, 
where countries and unions seek collective progress, to the more personal sphere, focusing on individual and 
family needs. In an interconnected world where resources and opportunities cross borders freely, migration 
remains a widely recognized path for improving living standards, shaped by economic and geopolitical forces. 
Some people alike idealize migration as a path to betterment and prosperity, envisioning new possibilities for 
economic security and personal growth. However, while migration can bring benefits, it also poses a 
significant obstacle to origin countries in the form of “brain-drain”, where skilled individuals leave in search of 
opportunities abroad, potentially weakening the socioeconomic fabric of their home nations. This outflow of 
talent often leaves countries with shortages in some sectors, impacting local development and slowing 
progress. Yet, within the sphere of labor migration, human security emerges as a highly complex issue. This 
concept involves tackling both immediate threats, such as conflict or terrorism, and the longer-term, structural 
aspects necessary to ensure the safety and dignity of migrant workers and their families. Safeguarding migrant 
rights is fundamental, along with mitigating indirect social impacts, such as the emotional and social 
challenges faced by children left behind by migrating parents. Moreover, the creation of effective policies to 
protect migrants requires international collaboration to establish standards that extend beyond national borders, 
supporting migrants’ security across various regions. Such policies must address physical safety and socio-
economic steadiness, ensuring that migrant workers access fair employment, legal rights, and social services. 

Today, the concept of identity is widely explored in specialized literature and appears in a range of 
contexts: cultural, national, ethnic, social, poetic, or collective. Here, our focus is on identity in the context of 
social changes experienced by migrants, particularly in relation to their interaction with the host society. The 
individual, as a social entity, generally retains core cultural and structural traits, as fundamental changes in 
contact with different societies would imply a transformation into a distinct social identity. To integrate, 
individuals often adopt and mimic certain behaviors—a process deeply rooted in social interaction.1 At the 
same time, migration brings psychological and social pressures on families, especially children, who may 
experience its effects indirectly. Targeted initiatives are requisite to support families, alleviating isolation and 
fostering continuity within disrupted structures. Strengthening community support systems can promote 
consistency and encourage a nuanced perspective on migration—one that acknowledges economic benefits 
while prioritizing the overall comfort of individuals and families involved. An outlook on migration can 
ultimately cultivate a society flexible enough to adapt to change while ensuring that no one is left behind. 

Migration has emerged as a key topic within human security discussions, acting as a force that shapes 
contemporary societies, and both reflects and drives massive transformations across diverse regions. As easy 
as people move across borders, migration represents more than a mere geographical shift; it prompts 
significant socio-cultural changes, reshaping the economic, social, and cultural landscapes of impacted 
communities. In both sending and host societies, migration initiates significant changes. Migration often brings 
about transformations in local communities as individuals leave behind family, social networks, and cultural 
connections. This departure can place pressure on traditional support systems, impacting families and 
communities that rely on migrants, especially for financial assistance. The influx of migrants calls for 
adaptations across social, economic, and political structures, influencing public policies, labor markets, and the 
provision of social services. The cross-border movement also has significant cultural implications for all 
involved, as migrants bring their cultural values, traditions, and practices, enriching the cultural fabric of host 
countries. This cultural exchange fosters understanding and tolerance, although managing cultural differences 
and potential tensions remains an important aspect of integration. Simultaneously, migrants often face the 
challenge of cultural adaptation, balancing the need to embrace the host culture with the desire to maintain 
their own cultural identity2. 

Labor migration reshapes economies by redistributing skills and resources across borders. In 
migrants' home countries, the financial support sent back not only sustains households but also stimulates 
small businesses and community projects, contributing to local economic growth. Meanwhile, in destination 
countries, migrant workers are indispensable to sustaining industries facing workforce shortages, such as 

 
1 Petronela Daniela Feraru, Religie şi migraţie în România contemporană, Lumen, Iaşi, 2016, pp. 200-201 
2 Viorica-Cristina Cormoş, Migraţie şi identitate: Schimbări identitare, colective şi individuale, ca urmare a migraţiei 
internaţionale, Editura Universităţii “Ştefan cel Mare”, Suceava, 2011, p. 13 
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agriculture, healthcare, and construction, thereby fueling economic productivity and diversification. 
Nonetheless, alongside these benefits come challenges, including the need for policies that promote fair labor 
standards and protect migrant rights. From a security standpoint, migration brings questions of human safety 
and protection to the forefront. Migrants are vulnerable to exploitation, discrimination, and, at times, violence. 
Ensuring the human security of migrants involves implementing adapted policies that protect their rights and 
provide access to services like healthcare and legal assistance. For receiving communities, effectively 
managing migration flows involves balancing security considerations with humanitarian responsibilities to 
maintain public order. Here, migration can also impact political dynamics. Substantial migrant inflows can 
reshape public sentiment, steer political conversations, and affect electoral outcomes, as communities and 
policymakers adapt to the evolving needs and dynamics introduced by new population groups. These shifts 
often prompt a re-evaluation of social policies, resource allocation, and integration strategies, influencing 
national priorities and fostering dialogue on identity, inclusion, and economic impact. Through this process, 
both challenges and opportunities emerge, shaping the broader narrative around migration and its role in 
society. Policymakers must create setups that support migrant integration, fostering a sense of belonging while 
dealing with public concerns regarding security and resources. In areas affected by conflict or instability, 
migration serves as a survival strategy, allowing individuals to seek safety and opportunities in more 
developed regions. In such cases, human security becomes paramount, with migrants fleeing violence, 
persecution, or extreme poverty. This humanitarian aspect highlights the need for international cooperation and 
a shared responsibility in providing safe, legal migration channels. 

Migration is also deeply connected to global inequality, with disparities in wealth, employment 
opportunities, and living standards often motivating individuals to seek better conditions for themselves and 
their families. Tackling these root causes calls for long-term solutions that reduce inequality and create 
opportunities within origin countries, making migration a choice rather than a necessity. At the same time, the 
environmental dimension of migration is becoming increasingly significant, as climate change compels people 
to leave regions impacted by natural disasters, rising sea levels, and resource depletion. This climate-driven 
migration introduces new human security challenges, requiring coordinated efforts to support displaced 
communities and help them rebuild their lives. 

 
Romania’s border police and the modern imperatives of migration management 

The Romanian space has historically functioned as a borderland, consistently positioned at the 
periphery of large political and cultural realms. Throughout its past, it has marked the edge of significant 
empires and civilizations. For example, it once formed the frontier of the Roman Empire, dividing Roman 
influence from the “barbarian” territories, effectively cutting through what is now Romania, then known as 
Dacia. Similarly, it later stood at the limits of the Byzantine Empire, the Ottoman Empire, and served as the 
farthest reach of Western civilization. As the modern era unfolded, this area found itself precisely at the 
crossroads of three dominant empires, each exerting its influence: the Ottoman Empire, the Habsburg 
Monarchy, and the Russian Tsardom. Positioned on the outskirts of Russia, Germany, Austria, and Turkey, 
Romanians have often found themselves on the boundary of these powers. Today, this position persists, as 
Romania now sits on the edge of the European Union, serving as a frontier nation within its borders. This 
persistent “borderland” status has led to two distinct yet interconnected consequences. On one hand, it has 
fostered a certain degree of isolation, resulting in a slower adoption of external influences, the persistence of 
traditional structures, and a mindset deeply rooted in local values. On the other hand, this unique positioning 
has enabled an exceptional mix of ethnic and cultural influences converging from various directions, creating a 
vibrant mosaic of external and indigenous elements that define the region's character1.  

The unique position of Romania as a historical borderland has shaped both its identity and the 
responsibilities of its institutions, particularly those focused on national security and public safety. This 
borderland context has not only brought diverse cultural influences but has also underscored the importance of 
resilience and adaptability in response to shifting security pressures. In contemporary discussions, human 
security has become very important for managing and understanding these intricacies. focusing on 
safeguarding individuals and communities from threats that undermine their balance and quality of life. As a 
multidimensional component of human development, human security expands the focus beyond traditional 

 
1 Lucian Boia, România, ţară de frontieră a Europei, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2012, p. 15 
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defense, incorporating both military and civilian dimensions and prioritizing responsive, coordinated action in 
times of crisis. 

Personal security is a component of human development, positioned at its outer limits as it focuses on 
managing disruptions and institutional responses to such demands. This concept brings together both defense 
and civil sectors, establishing guidelines and plans for effective crisis response and management. The way 
institutions act in these contexts becomes emblematic of the general perception of them, directly influencing 
the trust and respect they receive from the public. Human security is closely tied to political legitimacy; we 
feel safe and trust our institutions when they demonstrate efficiency and responsibility in handling critical 
situations1. Furthermore, human security involves the capacity to foresee and counteract threats that could 
undermine social harmony and the overall quality of community life. By adopting proactive measures, 
institutions reduce vulnerabilities and create a safe social climate for citizens. Additionally, the implementation 
of transparent policies and the active involvement of civil society in security processes strengthen the 
relationship between authorities and citizens. Within this blueprint, the Romanian Border Police, as part of the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, serves as a key factor in monitoring and controlling state borders, with a 
significant focus on preventing and combating illegal migration and cross-border criminal activities. This body 
collaborates with other national institutions responsible for law enforcement and public order, ensuring 
integrated efforts to safeguard borders and uphold national security. Romanian Border Police responsibilities 
extend to maintaining lawful border crossing procedures, ensuring the safety of persons and assets, and 
preventing potential migration-related security risks.  

In fulfilling its duties, the Romanian Border Police utilizes a comprehensive database that facilitates 
efficient monitoring and record-keeping. It includes data on individuals, transportation means, goods, and 
instances of interdiction or flagged items at border crossings, all aimed at preventing unauthorized entry or 
exit. Moreover, it aids in tracking cases of document forgery, suspicious individuals, and goods subject to 
restrictions, creating a structured mechanism for oversight in both national and international contexts. The 
Romanian Border Police engages actively in partnerships with global law enforcement bodies and institutions, 
building alliances to strengthen border security measures and enhance collective response efforts. 
Collaborating closely with entities like INTERPOL, Europol, and Frontex, they work to counter transnational 
threats and uphold regional endurance. These partnerships are essential in organizing joint operations, sharing 
intelligence, and coordinating activities at the external boundaries of the EU. Within the framework of Frontex, 
the Romanian Border Police contributes personnel and technical resources to joint efforts, emphasizing the 
importance of integrated tactics to address migration and border-related security issues. At a broader level, the 
Romanian Border Police also collaborates with local authorities and port administrations to ensure that all 
border activities are conducted within legal guidelines. These collaborative efforts are designed to ensure 
secure and regulated migration processes, combat human trafficking, and tackle the challenges associated with 
illegal migration and transnational crime. This collaboration underscores the need for a unified strategy, 
integrating efforts from both national agencies and international bodies to uphold human security standards 
and address migration-associated risks comprehensively2. 

The European Union has developed a unified strategy for managing migration through Frontex, an 
agency that assists European Union member countries and Schengen affiliates in securing the EU’s outer 
borders and tackling transnational crime. In close cooperation with national authorities, EU bodies like 
Europol, and international organizations, Frontex enhances security across the European Union by actively 
confronting transnational criminal activities. The agency’s operations extend beyond countering migrant 
smuggling and human trafficking, targeting a range of serious crimes that endanger EU security, such as drug 
and arms trafficking, vehicle theft, counterfeiting, document forgery, and ecological breaches. Numerous 
criminal networks expand their unlawful operations by incorporating migrant smuggling or human trafficking, 
often using the same routes and tactics for moving other illicit goods. These networks frequently collaborate 
across various forms of organized crime, supporting activities such as the production of fake documents, arms 
distribution, corruption, and money laundering. 

 
1 Mary Kaldor, Securitatea umană: reflecţii asupra globalizării şi intervenţiei, CA Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2010, p. 216 
2 Ordonanţa de Urgenţă a Guvernului nr. 104/2001 privind organizarea şi funcţionarea Poliţiei de Frontieră Române, 
https://legislatie.just.ro/Public/DetaliiDocument/29274 (3.12.2024)  
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The nature of cross-border crime calls for a coordinated and proactive method at the EU’s borders, 
which serves as a vital line of defense to intercept threats before they impact EU citizens and disrupt internal 
stability. To effectively counter these challenges, Frontex, together with EU member states and non-EU 
partners, shapes its border operations around detailed risk assessments and crime trend analyses. The agency 
provides technical and operational support to EU Member States, including expertise, specialized training, 
advice on advanced technological tools, and the capacity to initiate direct operational actions. Law 
enforcement plays a central role in Frontex’s missions, with every joint operation designed to counteract cross-
border crime. Frontex also participates in Joint Action Days, international initiatives that unite national law 
enforcement, global organizations, and EU entities under the EMPACT (European Multidisciplinary Platform 
Against Criminal Threats) to tackle organized crime through coordinated efforts. Through aligning its crime 
prevention measures with assistance from European and international partners, Frontex fosters a unified path to 
security, strengthening the EU’s external borders and bolstering resilience against criminal threats1. 

Europe stands as a central hub for international migration, experiencing flows not only within its own 
borders but also from other continents. Despite shifts in the boundaries of the European Union through the 
inclusion of new members, the notion of international migration remains pertinent for individuals who cross 
national borders to establish residence or join the labor force in a new area. This classification holds true even 
for EU citizens, such as those from Romania or Bulgaria, who meet these migration criteria and are thus still 
regarded as immigrants despite their countries' EU membership. The continued relevance of national borders 
within the Union underscores that, rather than simply internal mobility, such movement is still identified as 
international migration within the EU context. This distinction reflects the complexity of migration in Europe, 
where economic, social, and legal dynamics shape a diverse migration landscape that requires careful policy 
consideration to manage both integration and border security effectively2.  

 
Institutional strategies and cross-border collaboration during the Ukrainian crisis 

Building on Romania’s historical borderland legacy, the institutional frameworks and strategic 
collaborations exemplify the evolving role of national and transnational entities in managing migration 
challenges. As the narrative transitions from Romania’s border management to its broader implications during 
crises such as the Ukrainian conflict, the importance of a unified European response becomes increasingly 
evident. This shift in focus highlights the interplay between localized institutional efforts and broader EU 
strategies, emphasizing both the challenges and the opportunities presented by cross-border cooperation. The 
war in Ukraine, sparked by Russia’s invasion, has led to one of the largest refugee crises in Europe since 
World War II. Millions of Ukrainians have fled their homes, seeking refuge primarily in EU member states 
such as Romania, Poland, Germany, and Hungary. This massive displacement has put the European Union’s 
migration management systems to the test, highlighting both strengths and weaknesses in its frameworks while 
showcasing the critical importance of cooperative security strategies like the Strategic Compass for Security 
and Defence. Alongside migration management, the crisis has also intensified efforts to prevent and combat 
transnational crimes, which are often exacerbated during mass migration movements. 

The Ukrainian crisis unfolded at a rapid pace, requiring an equally swift response. Unlike previous 
migration challenges, the EU demonstrated a strong sense of solidarity and unity. The Temporary Protection 
Directive was activated for the first time, granting displaced Ukrainians immediate access to residency, 
employment, healthcare, and education across member states without the need for lengthy asylum procedures. 
At the same time, significant humanitarian aid was mobilized to support both refugees and the neighboring 
countries most affected by the crisis. These measures underscored a shift in the EU’s approach to migration, 
one that prioritized human security principles while maintaining border management and societal stability. 
Preventing and combating transnational crimes such as human trafficking, smuggling, and organized crime 
networks became an essential component of the EU’s response. Agencies like Europol, Eurojust, and Frontex 
played pivotal roles in ensuring that security threats did not escalate as migration flows increased. Europol, the 
EU’s law enforcement agency, worked closely with national police forces to identify and dismantle smuggling 
rings exploiting vulnerable refugees. Operation Sentinel, coordinated by Europol, targeted networks involved 

 
1 Frontex,  Fighting crime. Tackling cross-border crime, https://www.frontex.europa.eu/what-we-do/fighting-crime/cross-
border-crime/ (3.12.2024) 
2 Alexandra Sarcinschi, Op. cit., p. 30 
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in smuggling Ukrainians across EU borders illegally1. Eurojust, the EU’s judicial cooperation agency, 
supported investigations by facilitating cross-border collaboration among prosecutors, ensuring that criminal 
groups could not exploit jurisdictional gaps2.   

Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency was instrumental in reinforcing border 
controls while upholding human security standards. The agency deployed additional personnel to external EU 
borders, conducted risk analyses, and monitored migration routes to prevent exploitation by criminal 
networks3. Simultaneously, Frontex ensured compliance with EU laws protecting refugees, emphasizing 
humane treatment and safeguarding rights. In parallel, the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement 
Training (CEPOL) provided specialized training programs to law enforcement officers, equipping them with 
skills to detect and respond to human trafficking and other crimes associated with migration crises4. The 
Strategic Compass, adopted during the early days of the Ukrainian crisis, provided a guiding framework for 
these efforts. Although primarily a defense and security strategy, the Compass includes provisions that directly 
address challenges related to migration, human security, and transnational crime. It emphasizes the importance 
of resilience and crisis preparedness, recognizing the need for a coordinated approach to hybrid threats such as 
mass displacement and the criminal activities it often triggers5. The crisis demonstrated the value of pre-
existing legal frameworks and contingency plans, which allowed the EU to respond decisively and avoid some 
of the missteps of previous migration crises. The Strategic Compass also reflects a delicate balance between 
border security and humanitarian obligations. While reinforcing the role of agencies like Frontex in managing 
external borders, it integrates human security considerations to ensure that those fleeing conflict are protected. 
The Strategic Compass emphasizes the EU's commitment to a “more capable and resilient Union” by 
enhancing collective security measures and fostering operational readiness among member states. This vision 
reflects a deliberate effort to balance border security with the protection of fundamental rights, aligning with 
the broader objectives of human security principles6 The seamless activation of the Temporary Protection 
Directive and the pooling of resources among member states highlighted the benefits of enhanced 
coordination, a principle central to the Compass. According to the Temporary Protection Directive, member 
states are required to ensure immediate access to protection mechanisms and essential services for those 
fleeing mass displacement events, reinforcing the need for coordinated and standardized responses to 
migration crises7. However, the crisis also exposed certain limitations. Border countries like Romania and 
Poland faced overwhelming pressure as first points of entry, while disparities in national capacities and 
infrastructure created bottlenecks in the distribution of refugees across the EU. Although solidarity 
mechanisms were in place, the uneven burden-sharing underscored the need for more robust and permanent 
structures to address such crises effectively. 

Human security emerged as the cornerstone of the EU’s response. Unlike traditional state-centric 
approaches to migration, which prioritize border control and sovereignty, human security focuses on the 
protection of individuals and their well-being. The activation of the Temporary Protection Directive 
demonstrated the EU’s ability to swiftly provide temporary refuge for displaced persons during times of crisis, 
showcasing its commitment to solidarity and shared responsibility among member states. However, disparities 
in national capacities highlighted the challenges of implementing such measures equitably across the Union.8 
The immediate granting of safeguard under the Temporary Protection Directive offered displaced Ukrainians 
stability and hope, while integration programs in host countries addressed essential needs such as language 
training, access to education, and vocational opportunities. This approach not only safeguarded the dignity of 
refugees but also strengthened social cohesion in host communities.  

Despite these successes, the Ukrainian crisis has also drawn attention to challenges that the EU must 
address. The preferential treatment afforded to Ukrainian refugees compared to those from other regions, such 

 
1 Alexandra Sarcinschi, Op. cit., p. 78 
2 European Commission, Eurojust Annual Report 2022, Brussels, 2023, p. 34 
3 Frontex, Risk Analysis for 2022, Warsaw, 2022, p. 12 
4 CEPOL, Annual Activity Report 2022, Budapest, 2023, p. 24 
5 European External Action Service, A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence, Brussels, 2022, p. 8 
6 Ibidem, p. 45 
7 Council of the European Union, Temporary Protection if There is a Mass Influx of Displaced People, Brussels, 2022 
8 European Parliament, Temporary Protection Directive, Brussels, 2022, p. 9 



43 
 

as the Middle East or Africa, raised concerns about the consistency of the EU’s commitment to human security 
principles. Critics have pointed to the need for more equitable policies that avoid perceptions of selective 
compassion and ensure fair treatment for all migrants, regardless of their origins. Furthermore, transnational 
crime networks remain a persistent threat, requiring sustained cooperation between international organizations, 
national law enforcement, and NGOs to mitigate risks and protect the most vulnerable. Organizations like the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
have been crucial in supporting EU efforts to prevent and combat transnational crime during the Ukrainian 
crisis. The IOM provided data and expertise on migration flows, helping to identify trafficking trends and 
improve protection mechanisms for refugees. The UNODC worked alongside the EU to strengthen border 
management systems and combat organized crime through capacity-building programs and technical 
assistance. These collaborations demonstrate the importance of a multilayered approach to security, where 
international, regional, and local actors work in tandem. 

Looking ahead, the lessons learned from the Ukrainian crisis offer a pathway for improving the EU’s 
migration management systems. The Strategic Compass provides a valuable roadmap, but its objectives must 
be operationalized through concrete policies with clear benchmarks. Greater investment in capacity-building 
for border states and the creation of a permanent solidarity mechanism could alleviate the disproportionate 
pressure on certain countries. Enhanced collaboration with organizations like Europol, UNODC, and the IOM 
is essential to addressing both the immediate and long-term challenges of displacement. The Ukrainian crisis 
has underscored the interconnectedness of migration, security, and human dignity. By fully embracing the 
principles outlined in the Strategic Compass and reinforcing the importance of preparedness, cooperation, and 
human security, the EU has an opportunity to establish itself as a global leader in migration management. This 
crisis has not only tested its resolve but has also provided a blueprint for addressing future challenges with 
compassion, resilience, and unity, while preventing transnational crime from undermining its efforts.  
 
Final considerations 

As a leading example of regional integration, the European Union preserves national borders while 
introducing the concept of European citizenship beyond them, simultaneously applying Schengen Area rules 
for some member states1. However, despite significant progress, managing migration effectively requires 
overcoming persistent challenges.Institutional collaboration faces barriers such as limited resources, varied 
policy priorities, and coordination issues. Diverging national procedures to migration can create friction; some 
countries emphasize border security to control migration, while others focus on migrant integration and rights 
protection. This divergence can hinder collaborative effectiveness. Additionally, restrictive migration policies 
can increase migrant vulnerability, as seen in cases where stringent immigration laws have inadvertently 
fostered exploitative practices. For instance, strict border policies can make migrants more susceptible to 
trafficking and smuggling networks. Responding to these challenges requires robust institutional outlines and 
streamlined communication between agencies involved in migration management. Initiatives such as 
interagency task forces facilitate joint efforts, resource sharing, and coordinated responses to migration-related 
security concerns. The United Kingdom’s Modern Slavery Taskforce is a prominent example of such 
collaboration, bringing together diverse law enforcement bodies to address trafficking and exploitation with 
notable success in victim identification and prosecution efforts. 

Education and training are also integral to fostering an informed and culturally aware workforce. 
Programs like those offered by the European Police College (CEPOL) equip officials with critical skills in 
areas such as migrant rights and crisis response, promoting fair and humane treatment of migrants while 
strengthening operational preparedness. A shift toward migration policies rooted in human security principles 
is imperative to building a safer environment for migrants and local communities alike. Policies that balance 
humanitarian values with security objectives can help reduce migrant vulnerabilities while supporting social 
unity. Canada’s immigration model, which emphasizes legal pathways, work opportunities, and refugee 
protection, has proven effective in minimizing migrant risks while meeting labor demands and facilitating 
integration In Europe, the New Pact on Migration and Asylum, introduced by the European Commission in 

 
1 Alexandra Sarcinschi, Migraţia ca problemă de securitate, Editura Universităţii Naţionale de Apărare “Carol I”, 
Bucureşti, 2014, p. 6 
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2020, reflects an evolving commitment to a fair and cooperative migration system. By proposing streamlined 
asylum processes, enhanced border management, and greater solidarity among member states, the pact aims to 
establish a sustainable migration management system. This renewed commitment positions the EU to address 
migration-related challenges comprehensively while upholding human rights and promoting security across the 
region. 

 
Bibliography 

 
Books  

1. Boia, Lucian, România, ţară de frontieră a Europei, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2012 
2. Cormoş, Viorica, Cristina, Migraţie şi Identitate: Schimbări identitare, colective şi individuale, ca 

urmare a migraţiei internaţionale, Editura Universităţii “Ştefan cel Mare”, Suceava, 2011 
3. Feraru, Petronela, Daniela, Costuri sociale ale migraţiei externe din România, Editura Lumen, Iaşi, 

2019 
4. Feraru, Petronela, Daniela, Religie şi migraţie în România contemporană, Lumen, Iaşi, 2016 
5. Kaldor, Mary, Securitatea umană: reflecţii asupra globalizării şi intervenţiei, CA Publishing, Cluj-

Napoca, 2010 
6. Micu, Gabriel, Ordinea juridică instituţională comunitară, Paideia, Bucureşti, 2007 
7. Neag, Mihai, Marcel, Securitatea umană în conflictele şi crizele internaţionale, Editura Universităţii 

Naţionale de Apărare “Carol I”, Bucureşti, 2010 
8. Neag, Mihai, Marcel, Garantarea securităţii umane, Volumul I – Rolul instituţiilor de securitate şi al 

societăţii civile, Editura Sitech, Craiova, 2010 
9. Neag, Mihai, Marcel, Garantarea securităţii umane.  Securitatea umană prin integrare europeană şi 

dezvoltare umană, Vol. II, Editura Sitech, Craiova, 2010 
10. Răducu, Cătălina, Daniela; Ştefanachi, Bogdan, Securitatea umană. Provocări contemporane, Editura 

Pro Universitaria, Bucureşti, 2015 
11. Sarcinschi, Alexandra, Migraţia ca problemă de securitate, Editura Universităţii Naţionale de Apărare 

“Carol I”, Bucureşti, 2014 
12. Sarcinschi, Alexandra, Migraţie şi securitate, Editura Universităţii Naţionale de Apărare “Carol I”, 

Bucureşti, 2008 
 

Article 
1. Efremov, Valeriu, Impactul migrației asupra situației de securitate, “Moldoscopie”, No. 2, 2017 
 

Documents 
1. Council of the European Union, Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards for giving 

temporary protection in the event of a mass influx of displaced persons and on measures promoting a 
balance of efforts between Member States in receiving such persons and bearing the consequences 
thereof, Official Journal of the European Communities, L 212, Brussels, 2001 

2. Council of the European Union, Temporary Protection if There is a Mass Influx of Displaced People, 
Brussels, 2022 

3. European Parliament, Temporary Protection Directive, Brussels, 2022 
4. European Commission, Eurojust Annual Report 2022, Brussels, 2023 
5. European External Action Service (EEAS), A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence, Brussels, 

2022 
6. European External Action Service, A Strategic Compass for Security and Defence, Brussels, 2022 
7. Frontex, Risk Analysis for 2022, Warsaw, 2022 
8. CEPOL, Annual Activity Report 2022, Budapest, 2023 
 

Websites 
1. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/  
2. https://www.frontex.europa.eu/  


