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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to present the methodology of the
translations made in the F-MU.S.EU.M. Project, concerning the topic of Neo-
Eneolithic signs on the territory of Romania. Furthermore, a new research project
regarding translations is presented, with the inclusion of its preliminary
bibliography.

Introduction

In March 2009, | applied for and obtained the F-MU.S.EU.M. grant regarding
the Neolithic and Copper Age signs in Romania. The project implied several tasks,
such as:

1. Gathering and scanning the Romanian (possibly Hungarian) bibliography
(articles, books and chapters of books) concerning the topic of Neo-Eneolithic
signs.

2. Selecting the key pages related to this topic from the gathered
bibliography.

3. Translating into English the selected pages/excerpts.

4. Organizing the selected and translated pages according to sub-topics.

The resulted work is to be published on the website of the F-MU.S.EU.M.
Project (http://europeanvirtualmuseum.net/).

Translation — steps and problems

The translated Romanian articles were initially selected from the bibliography
of Marco Merlini’s PhD thesis - “An Inquiry into the Danube Script”. They were
searched at the library and then scanned at a minimum of 300 dpi. The scanned
parts consisted of cover and contents (until the page the title is mentioned on) of
the journal/book, the article/excerpt itself and, in some cases, the plates and
drawings belonging to the article/excerpt. Next, the scanned documents were edited
using Corel Photo Paint X3 in order to improve the quality of the images by
adjusting the brightness of the image, removing the unwanted additional parts
resulted while scanning, etc.

The process of scanning and editing was followed by the translation of the
selected articles and excerpts (including the footnotes/endnotes), which sometimes
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proved to be quite difficult. The main reason for this is that it was the first time |
was confronted with the translation of scientific articles which, in order to avoid
confusion and misunderstandings, required the use and knowledge of exact and
precise scientific terms from the field of archaeology. During my work, | used
dictionaries such as “Concise Dictionary of Archaeology”, “Longman Dictionary
of English Language and Culture”; among them there were also several useful
online dictionaries, such as YourDictionary.com, Dictionary.com, bab.La and
Everest.

The next step involved finding a modality through which the original scanned
and modified document and the translated Word Document version could be
combined in an attractive and easy-to-read way. Therefore, Corel Draw X3 proved
to be the most suitable to fulfill the above-mentioned targets. It enabled me to
insert the scanned image in an A4 page, adjust the paper width from 210 mm to
410 mm, place the scanned image on the left side of the Corel page and start
adding new pages in order to comprise the entire article. The translated fragments
were then taken from the Word document and placed next to the original
paragraphs, on the right side of each Corel page. It is important to mention that text
characteristics such as Font (font, font style, size, font colour), Paragraph (i.e., line
spacing) and page layout, must coincide both in the original and translated article.

The first page of the future document is extremely important, since it presents
the following: the scanned cover of the journal on the left side of the Corel page,
brief information about the project itself (theme of the project - Neolithic and
Copper Age signs, name of translator, the web page link of F-MU.S.EU.M.),
general information about the translated article (article title in English, name of
author, name, number and year of journal, the article’s number of pages) or excerpt
(book title, excerpt title, author of book, year and place of publication, publisher,
pages on which the excerpt can be found), an abstract and the marks of the F-
MU.S.EU.M. Project on the right side of the page.

Lastly, the created Corel Draw X3 document was exported into a final PDF
document which was improved by several actions: OCR recognition (select from
the toolbar of the Adobe document: Document - OCR Text Recognition -
Recognize Text Using OCR - All pages - Edit - Primary OCR Language - select
Romanian or Hungarian diacritics) and modification of the document properties
(select from the toolbar of the Adobe document: File - Properties - Description: we
add the title and author of article, the subject of the project - Neolithic and Copper
Age signs - and the keywords of the article).

As a result, | translated the following articles: lon Aldea - ,,Altarul” magico-
ritual descoperit in asezarea neolitica de la Ghirbom (com. Berghin, jud. Alba);
Dumitru Berciu -Contributii la problemele neoliticului in Roménia in lumina
noilor cercetari (pp. 507-509: Problema plasticii culturii Boian si descoperirile de
la Tangiru); Vasile Chirica - Amuleta-pandantiv de la Mitoc, jud. Botosani and
Datarea prin Cy4a unor locuiri gravettiene de la Mitoc-Malul Galben (com. Mitoc,
jud. Botosani); Vladimir Dumitrescu - Inscriptiuni preistorice in Romania?;
Gruia Fazecas - O tablita de lut de la Suplacu de Barcau; luliu Paul - Cultura
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Petresti (pp. 110-115); Gheorghe Lazarovici - Arhitectura neoliticului si epocii
cuprului din Romania (pp. 198-207: Groapa rituala sau morméntul de la Tartaria)
and Despre simbolistica focului Th neolitic (unpublished article); Sabin Adrian
Luca, lon Dragomir - Date cu privire la o statueta ineditd de la Liubcova-Ornita
(jud. Caras-Severin); Anton Nitu - Despre semnificatia motivului pictural in forma
de ,,casa” de la Turdas; Marton Roska - Erdély Régészeti Repertoriuma 1. Oskor
(pp. 7-15: Tordos, 806-817); Nicolae Ursulescu - Dovezi ale unei simbolistici a
numerelor Tn cultura Precucuteni; Nicolae Ursulescu et alii - Noi date privind
complexele de cult din cultura Precucuteni; Nicolae Vlassa - Probleme ale
cronologiei neoliticului mijlociu in lumina stratigrafiei asezarii de la Tartaria,
Contributii la problema racordarii cronologiei relative a neoliticului Transilvaniei
la cronologia absoluta a Orientului Apropiat, Noi contributii la problema
influentelor orientale in neoliticul Transilvaniei and ,,Casutele de cult de la Tudas”.
In addition to this, | also reviewed several English articles - including the ones
written by Romanian authors from the ”Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic
and Eneolithic” volume - which I completed with an abstract and prepared for the
F-MU.S.EU.M. website in the same way and style as the others: Radian-Romus
Andreescu - The sign: typology, context, meaning; Lazarovici Cornelia-Magda -
Clay breads and tablets with signs and symbols; Lazarovici Gheorghe - Are the
Tartaria tablets an “enigma”?; Attila Laszlé - Some aspects of the Tartaria issue;
Luca Sabin Adrian - A new special discovery from Turdas; Luca et alii - Incised
amulet from Turdas-Lunca archaeological excavation; Nicolae Ursulescu, Felix
Adrian Tencariu - Symbolic signs on the ceramics of the Chalcolithic settlement
from Isaiia (lasi county, Romania).

Future projects

While being at the "E6tvos Lorand” University of Budapest, as an Erasmus
student during the 2009-2010 academic year, | intend to continue the process of
translations regarding the theme of Neo-Eneolithic signs, but this time focusing on
Hungarian articles and books. Starting from the bibliography of Marco Merlini’s
PhD thesis, | have already created a preliminary bibliographical list of articles to be
translated:

Kalicz, Kods 2000 - Kalicz N., Koos J. S., Ujkskori arcos edények a Karpat-
medence északkeleti részébdl. In: A Hermann Otté6 Mdzeum Evkényve 39 (2000),
15-44.

Karolyi 1992 - Karolyi M., A korai rézkor emlékei Vas megyében,
Szombathely (1992).

Kutzian 1944 - Kutzian I., A Koéros-kultdra, Dissertationes Pannonicae, Ser. I,
No. 23, Budapest (1944) (published Budapest 1947).

Orosz 1908 - Orosz E., Ujabban folfedezett erdélyi Sstelepek. In: Erdélyi
Muzeum, Cluj, 25 (1908), 259.

Reinecke 1898 - Reinecke P., A tordosi 0stelep agyagmiveir6l. In:
Archaeologiai Ertesits, 18 (1898), 94-103.
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Reinecke 1898 - Reinecke P., Tordos és Troja. In: Archaeologiai Ertesits, 19
(1899), 115-123.

Torma 1879 - Torma Zs., Neolith kékorszakbeli telepek Hunyad-megyében. In:
Erdélyi Mazeum, Cluj (1879): 129-155, 190-211.

Torma 1880 - Torma Zs., A nandori barlangcsoportozat. In: Erdélyi Mazeum,
Cluj (1880), 153-171, 206-209.

Torma 1882 - Torma Zs., Hunyad varmegye dgskori torténelméhez. In: A
Hunyadmegyei Torténelmi és Régészeti Tarsulat Evkonyve, Deva (1882), 5-51.

Torma 1902 - Torma Zs., A tordosi dstelep. In: G. Téglas (ed.),
Hunyadvarmegye foldjének térténete az dskortdl a honfoglalasig, Budapest (1902),
23-33.
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Abbreviations

ActaMN - Acta Musei Napocensis. Muzeul de Istorie al Transilvaniei, Cluj-
Napoca.

Apulum - Apulum. Acta Musei Apulensis, Alba lulia.

Banatica - Banatica. Muzeul de Istorie al judetului Carag-Severin, Resita.

BCMI - Buletinul Comisiunii Monumentelor Istorice, Bucuresti.

MemAntiqg - Memoria Antiquitatis. Muzeul de Istorie Piatra-Neamt, Piatra-Neamt.
Sargetia - Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis, Deva.

SCIVA - Studii si Cercetari de Istorie Veche si Arheologie, Bucuresti.
Bibliography
Dictionaries
falalel - Longman Dictionary of English Language and Culture, Harlow
(2003).

Darvill 2008 - Darvill T., Concise Dictionary of Archaeology, New York (2008).

Online Dictionaries

bab.La (http://bab.la/)
Dictionary.com (http://dictionary.reference.com/)
Everest (http://www.free-soft.ro/everest/everest-ro.html)

YourDictionary.com  (http://www.yourdictionary.com/)

Books, articles
Aldea 1974 - Aldea Al. I., ,,Altarul” magico-ritual descoperit in asezarea
neolitica de la Ghirbom (com. Berghin, jud. Alba). In: Apulum XII (1974),40-48.
Andreescu 2009 - Andreescu R.-R., The sign: typology, context, meaning. In:
Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic and Eneolithic, Sibiu (2009), 77-85.
Berciu 1961 - Berciu D., Contributii la problemele neoliticului in Roméania n
lumina noilor cercetari, Bucuresti (1961), pp. 507-509.
Chirica 1982 - Chirica V., Amuleta-pandantiv de la Mitoc, jud. Botosani. In:
SCIVA 33, 2 (1982), 229-231.
Chirica 1984 - Chirica V., Datarea prin Cy4 a unor locuiri gravettiene de la
Mitoc-Malul Galben (com. Mitoc, jud. Botosani).In: SCIVA 35, 1 (1984),74-79.
Dumitrescu 1931 - Dumitrescu V., Inscripgiuni preistorice in Romania?. In:
BCMI 63 (1931), 87-90.

Fazecas 2005 - Fazecas G., O tabliza de lut de la Suplacu de Barcau. In:
Sargetia XXXIII (2005), 41-49.
Paul 1992 - Paul 1., Cultura Petresti, Bucuresti (1992), pp. 110-115.

Lazarovici 2009 - Lazarovici C.-M., Clay breads and tablets with signs and
symbols. In: Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic and Eneolithic, Sibiu
(2009), 125-135.

119



Acta Terrae Septemcastrensis, 1X, 2010

Lazarovici - Lazarovici Gh., Despre simbolistica focului Tn neolitic.
(unpublished article)
Lazarovici 2009 - Lazarovici Gh., Are the Tartaria tablets an enigma”?. In:

Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic and Eneolithic, Sibiu (2009), 41-55.
Lazarovici, Lazarovici 2006 - Lazarovici Gh., Lazarovici C.-M., Arhitectura
neoliticului si epocii cuprului din Romania, lasi (2006), pp. 198-207.

Laszlo 2009 - Laszlé A., Some aspects of the Tartaria issue. In: Signs and
Symbols from Danube Neolithic and Eneolithic, Sibiu (2009), 57-66.

Luca 1993 - Luca S.A., A new special discovery from Turdas. In: Banatica 12, 1
(1993), 21-23.

Luca, Dragomir 1987 - Luca S.A., Dragomir I., Date cu privire la o statueta
inedita de la Liubcova-Ornifa (jud. Carag-Severin). In: Banatica 9 (1987), pp. 31-
42,

Luca et alii 2009 - Luca S.A., Suciu C.I., Luca A., Incised amulet from Turdas-
Lunca archaeological excavation. In: Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic
and Eneolithic, Sibiu (2009), 67-76.

Nitu 1943-1945 - Nitu A., Despre semnificatia motivului pictural in forma de
»casa” de la Turdas. In: Apulum Il (1943-1945), 81-89.

Roska 1942 - Roska M., Erdély Régészeti Repertoriuma I. Oskor, Cluj-
Napoca (1942), pp. 7-15, 806-817.

Ursulescu 2001 - Ursulescu N., Dovezi ale unei simbolistici a numerelor in
cultura Precucuteni. In: MemAntig XXII (2001), 51-69.

Ursulescu et alii 2001-2002 - Ursulescu N., Boghian D., Cotiuga V., Merlan V.,
Noi date privind complexele de cult din cultura Precucuteni. In: Sargetia XXX
(2001-2002), 61-68.

Ursulescu, Tencariu 2009 - Ursulescu N., Tencariu F.A., Symbolic signs on the
ceramics of the Chalcolithic settlement from Isaiia (lasi county, Romania).In: In:
Signs and Symbols from Danube Neolithic and Eneolithic, Sibiu (2009), 87-101.
Vlassa 1971 - Vlassa N., Contribuyii la problema racorddarii cronologiei relative
a neoliticului Transilvaniei la cronologia absoluta a Orientului Apropiat. In:
Apulum IX (1971), 21-63.

Vlassa 1975 - Vlassa N., Noi contribuyii la problema influenzelor orientale in
neoliticul Transilvaniei. In: ActaMN XII (1975), 1-12.

Vlassa 1976 - Vlassa N., Neoliticul Transilvaniei, Cluj-Napoca (1976), pp. 28-
43 (Probleme ale cronologiei neoliticului mijlociu in lumina stratigrafiei asezarii
de la Tartaria).

Vlassa 1979 - Vlassa N., Casusele de cult de la Tudas. In: Apulum XVII (1979),
9-24.

120





